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Which set of questions should I complete?          

• There are two sets of questions – one set for experienced operators and another set for new operators.   

• Experienced operators meet one of two criteria: either the organization applying for the charter has already 
operated at least one school for at least one complete year or the organization has partnered with an 
Educational Service Provider (ESP) that has operated at least one school for at least one complete year.   

• Organizations that do not meet either of these criteria should complete the set of questions for new 
operators. 

• An Educational Service Provider (ESP) is an organization that a nonprofit board hires to manage all aspects of 
running a school.  The ESP makes all hiring and firing, curricular, and budgetary decisions on behalf of the 
nonprofit board.  The board retains the authority to review the performance of the ESP. 

• New operators and experienced operators that have not yet operated two schools for at least three years 
each must identify a school leader in their application for all schools proposed to open in the fall of 2016. 

When is the application due?  What other dates do I need to know?       

• The common application that all applicants must complete will be released by BESE on December 8, 2014, 
and is due on March 6, 2015.  Local school boards can request additional information from applicants if they 
post that information to their websites no later than January 7, 2015. 

• Local school boards must consider applications that they receive on or before Thursday, June 4, 2015.  
District applicants may elect to appeal to BESE if a district rejects their proposal, does not consider it on or 
before June 4, 2015, or authorizes an applicant to open a school but imposes conditions that the applicant 
finds unacceptable.  In Charter Applicant 101 the Department has published a more detailed explanation of 
the conditions that allow an applicant to appeal to BESE. 

• The table below summarizes key application process dates.  After an applicant submits an application to 
either BESE or a local school board, the relevant authorizer will provide a more detailed timeline pertaining to 
that particular process.  A detailed timeline for applicants who submit a proposal to BESE can be found here.  
The timeline includes links to additional documents that applicants need to submit to BESE later in the 
process. 

Charter Applicant Timeline 

Date Relevant Applicants Activity 

Monday, December 8 All applicants Department releases common application and Toolbox 
with application resources 

Wednesday, January 7 District applicants Districts publish charter application information to their 
websites, including additional eligibility requirements and 
additions to the common application. 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/school-choice/guide---la-charters-101-for-applicants.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/school-choice/charter-timeline-for-bese-applicants.docx?sfvrsn=4
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/louisiana's-call-to-action/call-to-action-toolbox-main-page
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Friday, March 6 All applicants Charter applications are due – four components: proposal 
overview (new operator or experienced operator), 
application, finances template, eligibility form 

Thursday, June 4 District applicants Deadline for local school boards to consider applications 

Friday, June 12 District applicants Deadline for district applicants to appeal to BESE 

Wednesday, August 12 State applicants BESE considers applications 

Wednesday, October 14 Appeals applicants BESE considers applications on appeal from districts 

How do I submit my proposal?            

• BESE and each local school board utilize their own submission systems. 

• No later than January 7, 2015, local school boards must post on their websites the instructions for submitting 
a charter proposal. 

• To submit a charter proposal to BESE, please email david.shepard@la.gov to receive a username and 
password for the Department’s online submission system.  You will receive a user guide in addition to your 
username and password. 

What resources are available to help me develop a proposal?        

• The Department has compiled a comprehensive set of resources in an online Toolbox that you can find on the 
Department’s website.  The Toolbox is designed to help you determine whether you should apply for a 
charter school and which needs your charter school can meet.  It also includes tools that are designed to help 
you write a proposal that meets BESE’s expectations for quality. 

 How will my proposal be evaluated?           

• BESE and local school boards will provide for an independent review of all charter applications they receive.  
The rubric used by the independent evaluators hired by BESE can be found here. 

• Both BESE and local school boards may choose to include multiple components in their charter application 
process.  For example, authorizers may choose to request a second submission or an interview.  Local school 
boards must post a description of the review process to their websites, no later than January 7, 2015.  A 
detailed timeline for applicants who submit a proposal to BESE can be found here.  The timeline includes 
links to additional documents that applicants need to submit to BESE later in the process. 

• All applicants will have the opportunity to write a response to a draft recommendation from the independent 
reviewer and to speak at a public school board meeting prior to the school board’s consideration of their 
application. 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/overview-template---new-operators.xlsx?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/overview-template---experienced-operators.xlsx?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/school-choice/financial-document-templates.xls?sfvrsn=7
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/school-choice/charter-applicant-eligibility-requirements.pdf?sfvrsn=2
mailto:david.shepard@la.gov
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/schools/louisiana's-call-to-action/call-to-action-toolbox-main-page
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/school-choice/charter-evaluation-rubric.pdf?sfvrsn=6
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/school-choice/charter-timeline-for-bese-applicants.docx?sfvrsn=4



